




~ President’s Notes ~ 

 

 In the last couple of seasons for the President’s Notes in each pro-
gram concert book we talked about what is culture. Culture is where 
past, present, and future can co-exist. We all bring different cultural  
experiences, and when we get together we need to listen to one  

another with an open mind and heart, appreciate all our differences, learn from one another, 
express ourselves through our music creatively, in order to enrich the community that binds us 
together as one. The Muscatine Symphony Orchestra board thought about our community a 
great deal last season, and felt that we needed to continue to lift up and inspire during the  
turbulent times of the COVID-19 pandemic.  We were able to offer our full MasterWorks  
season for FREE and virtually to not only Muscatine but the world.  No other symphony that I 
know of in this nation (and I’ve been on calls with major, medium and small symphonies 
throughout this pandemic), was able to offer online all season concerts free of charge. How did 
we do that? We did it with the help of some generous local foundations and individual sponsors 
who  
proactively recognized the need and were quick to partner with us.  

     The Symphony is very happy to offer a live concert season again to Muscatine this year.  As 
part of our 20th Anniversary Season Celebration, be sure to make plans to come to our special 
Gala Fundraising Event on January 7, 2022, with Broadway star Allison Blackwell.  An even-
ing of wonderful music, food, and an intimate performance by this amazing artist will be a  
perfect highlight to the new year. 

     A heartfelt thank you to our financial partners and to my volunteer board — you know who 
you are—who have given their hearts to serve this community, thank you for ALL you do.   

     If you wish to be part of the Symphony culture in Muscatine by volunteering, donating,  
being a member of the Guild or Board of Directors, visit our website — we’d love to hear from 
YOU! 

     The best is yet to come, cheers!  It’s shaping up to be a great year! 

 

 

       Carmen Bugay, President, Board of Directors 

―Where words fail, music speaks.‖ - Hans Christian Andersen 

 









Although it has been cold I know we have been looking forward to this evening’s  
performance all year.  Coming on the heels of a fantastic Gala event in January with a 
Broadway singer, it’s time to showcase another truly American sound—the Big Band 
and Frank Sinatra. 

Each and every time we have had the opportunity to collaborate with Josh Duffee and 
his Big Band the final performances have been nothing short of a blast—for musicians 
and audience alike.  Tonight will definitely live up to those standards and then some. 

Bringing a myriad of performance genres to life within the context of a symphony  
orchestra is always an enriching experience.  I have always maintained that there is  
virtually no style or genre that a symphony orchestra cannot combine with to make great 
music.   

Mr. Duffee’s connections throughout the world have afforded him the opportunities to 
meet and collaborate with some well ―connected‖ musicians who have shared their  
resources and knowledge with him.  What does this mean for us?  Near perfect  
renditions of the big band repertoire that accompanied Frank Sinatra back in his  
recording days.  And connections to artists like Jason Richards who will be joining us in 
the starring role. 

The Rat Pack may be gone, but they and their music are forever part of the American 
lexicon.  Tonight’s performance includes some of Frank’s most celebrated tunes as well 
as a number that even I didn’t know he had recorded. 

Sit back, relax, and let the toe tapping hand clapping evening begin! 







MasterWorks III Concert 
February 12, 2022 

Silky Smooth 

Salute to Ol’ Blue Eyes……………………………………………………………..arr. Moss 

I’ve Got You Under My Skin - Strangers In The Night 
That’s Life - The Lady Is A Tramp 

 

Selections from the following: 

Come Fly With Me 

Pennies From Heaven 

Let’s Face the Music and Dance 

You Make Me Feel so Young 

My Kind of Town 

I’m Beginning to See the Light 
Get Me to the Church On Time 

Angel Eyes 

Luck Be A Lady 

The Tender Trap 

That’s Life 

My Way 

 

Check out Jason’s website for more about him and his music. 

www.jasonrichards.com 









In 2021 Maestro Dollinger was successfully re-appointed as Music Director and Conductor for 
the Muscatine Symphony Orchestra, marking his eighteenth season at the artistic helm of the 
organization.  He was also re-appointed to his posts with the Clinton Symphony Orchestra and 
the Kamuela Philharmonic.  He continues as Music Director of the West Hawaii Dance Theatre 

as well.  

His charisma, energy, technical clarity, and deep musical passion 
continues to inspire musicians and audiences alike across the 
country.  He is also celebrating his fourteenth season with 
the Clinton Symphony Orchestra as their Music Director and  
Conductor. 

 Whether on the concert stage performing masterworks or pops or 
in the orchestra pit conducting opera and ballet, his personable 
approach combined with his clear conducting technique have 
come together to create a fun, inviting, energetic, and enriching 
atmosphere at each rehearsal and performance.  He has conducted 
a variety of orchestras including the Georgia Symphony  

Orchestra, Quad Cities Symphony Orchestra, Northwest Indiana Symphony Orchestra, Marion 
Philharmonic Orchestra, Idaho Falls Symphony Orchestra, and Muncie Symphony Orchestra.   

"Maestro Dollinger reminded me of the days when Yoel Levi  
conducted the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra, for Dollinger needed no  

score in front of him as he took to the podium. Every note and bit of instructional  
coding reposed in his head.... He’s a very impressive conductor who interacts very well with 

an audience." 

Robert Heller, Atlanta Arts Scene 

 

During the summer of 2014, Mr. Dollinger made his debut as conductor for the summer opera 
program of the Genesius Guild.  He conducted numerous successful performances of the  
operetta Die Fledermaus by Johann Strauss.  Mr. Dollinger conducted the 2015 summer  
performances of Puccini’s Gianni Schicci at Lincoln Park in Rock Island with great success  

Brian Dollinger 
Music Director & Conductor 

_________________________________ 



and subsequently returned to conduct productions of Copland's The Tenderland and a trio of 
operatic gems:  The Telephone, The Old Maid and the Thief, and A Hand of Bridge.   

Maestro Dollinger has also conducted performances of numerous other staged productions  
including The Music Man, Showboat, My Fair Lady, Dido and Aeneas, and a world premier 
work orchestrated by award-winning composer Robert Sadin, Muscatine! The Musical. 

Mr. Dollinger has a passion for teaching, conducting, and mentoring young musicians.  This has 
led to a number of conducting positions with educational institutions and organizations.  These 
include Bradley University, Central Illinois Youth Symphony, Illinois Wesleyan Civic  
Orchestra, Ball State University Symphony Orchestra, and the East Central Indiana Youth  
Symphony Orchestra.  

A member of the National Association for Music Education, Maestro Dollinger is a frequent 
conductor and clinician for various youth string festivals, competitions and workshops.  After a 
highly successful engagement at the 2018 Illinois Music Educators (ILMEA) District 4  
Festival, he has been asked back to return as the guest conductor for this very same festival to 
be held on the campus of Western Illinois University in No-
vember of 2019.  He will also be conducting the ILMEA 
District 3 Festival two weeks later.  In March of 2019, he 
was the featured wind ensemble conductor at the NUIC Mu-
sic Conference Festival.  During the '16-17 season, Maestro 
Dollinger was the guest conductor at the Iowa Junior  
Honors Festival held in Ames, Iowa.  He has been invited 
on numerous occasions to conduct at Illinois Music  
Educators Association events which have included all-day 
festivals rehearsing, teaching, mentoring and performing 
with some of the state’s best high school symphonic  
musicians.  He was conductor of the 2014 Metro Orchestra Festival in Cedar Rapids and was a 
guest clinician at the Jefferson Orchestra Invitational in 2016, which was also held in Cedar 
Rapids.  Mr. Dollinger has been a recurrent guest conductor with the Northwest Indiana Youth 
Symphony Orchestra.  A sought-after clinician and adjudicator, Maestro Dollinger welcomes 
each and every opportunity to work with young musicians.   

 

For more information about our Maestro:  www.briandollinger.com 

by Steve Roby 





Muscatine Symphony Orchestra 2021-2022 

Third MasterWorks Concert– February 12, 2022 

 

Silky Smooth 

The music and film career of American icon Frank Sinatra is 
a long and successful list of accomplishments. 

In 1935 Sinatra got his first big break when he and a local trio 
auditioned separately for an appearance on Major Bowes and 
His Original Amateur Hour.  They were all put together and 
called the ―Hoboken Four.‖ 

His film career really took off in 1944 when he began  
shooting the film Anchors Aweigh with musical-comedy  
superstar Gene Kelly. And in 1947, alongside Jimmy Durante 
and Kathryn Grayson,  he starred in It Happened in Brooklyn, one of his many roles in 
which he played a member of the U.S. military. He went on to win the Oscar for Best  
Supporting Actor for From Here To Eternity in 1954. 

The album Songs for Young Lovers was released in 1955 and included a number of his first 
iconic hits like ―I Get A Kick Out of You,‖ ―My Funny Valentine,‖ and ―They Can’t Take 
That Away from Me.‖ 

His first Grammy Awards success happened in 1959 when he won Album of the Year with 
Come Dance With Me!  Along with this award he also won Best Male Vocal  
Performance and a Special Award:  Artists & Repertoire Contribution. 

Sinatra was always surrounded by the most influential, popular, and talented actors and  
musicians.  The famous ―Rat Pack‖ was legendary during the mid-1900s.  In 1960 
―Summit at the Sands‖ began the legendary stint of the ―Rat Pack‖ at the Sands Hotel in 
Las Vegas.  Joey Bishop, Sammy Davis Jr., Dean Martin, Peter Lawford, along with  





Sinatra become synonymous with Las Vegas shows. 
With a busy live performance (and social) schedule, Sinatra was still able to continue  
recording successful albums.  In 1966 he won three Grammy Awards: Album of the Year, 
Best Male Vocal Performance, and the Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award.   
He continued recording and performing in the late 1990s.  In 1984 Sinatra partnered with 
pop music icon, Quincy Jones, to record the album L.A. Is My Lady.   
In 1995 his Duets albums were certified 3x multi-platinum, and platinum.  It was a  
demonstration of the continued love for his style of music. 







Jason Richards, vocalist 
Vocalist Jason Richards is a jazz singer from the Twin  
Cities. Following in the footsteps of bel canto legends like 
Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin, and Tony Bennett, Jason’s  
mission has been keeping the Great American Songbook and 
the memory of these historic singers alive and well. 
Music was an attraction to Jason as soon as he was born.  It 
couldn’t be overlooked. At age three, Jason would listen to 
his three older brothers practicing piano and would make his 
way to the piano in attempt to play what his brothers were 
playing. By age four, he was outplaying his brothers and a 
very busy childhood in music began. 
Jason started singing and playing piano for music  

competitions, special events at malls and shopping centers and at theatrical productions. At age six, 
Jason booked his first radio commercial for Dayton’s Department store in Minneapolis for a  
Christmas campaign.  
At age eight, Jason was the youngest actor cast in Mankato State University’s production of Oliver. 
This would lead to two to three theatrical productions a year in conjunction with school, after 
school activities and music lessons.   
At sixteen when he was attending Loyola High School in Mankato, Minnesota, a district court judge 
and his wife opened a fine dining restaurant named  Charlie’s and built a piano bar specifically for 
Jason where he performed every weekend until graduating. This was an apprenticeship needed for a 
life of performing for audiences. The time was used wisely. 
After graduating high school, Jason was offered a vocal performance scholarship at Oberlin College 
but ultimately chose the University of Minnesota. Performing in and around the Twin Cities, a 
chance meeting with Natalie Cole and Tony Bennett (yes, that Natalie Cole and Tony Bennett) 
would cement his desire to be a professional vocalist.  
In 2008 Jason was asked to be the special guest vocalist for the Republican National Convention in 
Saint Paul. Singing for an audience which included George W. Bush and Mrs. Bush was a unique 
and special honor that would lead to many future opportunities. 
A Minnesota Twins baseball game season opener performance of the National Anthem and the  
Canadian National Anthem in Minneapolis would be the performance that would see Jason travel to 
Europe. For nine years, Jason had performances in jazz clubs, concert halls, and outdoor music  
festivals extensively throughout Greece, Italy, Spain, and France. 
At present, Jason is in the process of recording two albums, one dedicated to his mother and her 
favorite Great American Songbook tunes and an album of original jazz tunes. These projects are 
slated for a 2022 summer release. 
The Josh Duffee Big Band and Jason Richards have been performing together since 2016. Although 
the pandemic would interrupt this partnership for two years, the music is back and Jason is thrilled 
to be performing again with the big band, and most importantly for the audiences.  











Josh Duffee, Band Leader 

Josh Duffee, a native Quad Citian, has been a professional 
musician for the past twenty years, performing various 
styles of music with many different ensembles. His  
specialty in percussion covers the drumming and xylophone 
playing from the 1920s to the 1940s, but you can also catch 
him performing symphonic music one night, then 1980s 
synth pop music the following night. 

He has been a featured musician at jazz festivals and events 
all over the world, touring England and Australia multiple 
times over the past fifteen years. He has been featured at 
venues across the United States, including Club Dizzy’s, 
located inside Jazz at Lincoln Center in New York City.  

Josh has received awards and recognition from jazz festivals and organizations for his dedication 
and hard work with early jazz music. Some of his awards include The Jean Goldkette Award of 
Excellence from The Jean Goldkette Foundation; a Special Recognition Award from The Detroit 
Jazz Festival for honoring the music and tradition of the Jean Goldkette Orchestra; and the Bix 
Lives Award from the Bix Beiderbecke Museum and Archives in Davenport, Iowa.  

In addition to his Swing Ensemble, Josh is the leader of many groups in the Davenport area,  
including the following: Josh Duffee & His Orchestra, The Graystone Monarchs, The Josh Duffee 
Jazz Trio, The Blackhawk Broadcasters and Class of ’82. In addition to the groups Josh leads, he 
is also called to be a guest artist, clinician and side-man for events and performances throughout 
the year.  

During the week, Josh enjoys teaching private percussion and drumset lessons to middle and high 
school students in his drum studio in Davenport. His drumming is featured on a variety of  
recordings with jazz ensembles, drawing influence from jazz drummers like Chauncey  
Morehouse, Vic Berton, Louie Bellson, Teddy Brown, Leroy Maxey, Ben Pollack, Sonny Greer, 
Johnny Williams, Chick Webb, Zutty Singleton, Gene Krupa and Neil Macbeth.  

Josh and his wife, Crystal, have been married for 17 years, and they have a 15-year-old son named 
Chauncey. When Josh is not busy, he loves spending as much time with his wife and son as  
possible. They enjoy watching shows and films associated with Star Wars and Marvel, as well as 
movies from the 1920s-40s, and the 1980s. He also enjoys collecting sheet music and 78 rpm  
records, and is always looking for vintage drums and vintage neck ties from antique stores and flea 
markets. Josh has been a member of the Muscatine Symphony Orchestra since 2007. 





JOSH DUFFEE and HIS ORCHESTRA 

 

Josh Duffee and His Orchestra formed in June of 2001 when Josh was twenty-one years 
old. Josh was interested in performing the music of Gene Krupa, and had located some 
stock arrangements that the Krupa Orchestra had performed in the 1940s.  

On June 30th, 2001, Josh Duffee and His Orchestra performed their very first show at the 
Moline Community Centre (now The Planning Center) on 5th Avenue in Moline, Illinois. 
Josh was expecting around one hundred people or less to show up, but, to Josh’s surprise, 
over 500 jazz fans and dancers showed up to have a great time and support live music in 
the Quad Cities.  

Last year, the group celebrated their 20th Anniversary by re-creating their very first  
concert by performing the same music from June 30, 2001.  

They have made three recordings over their 20-year career. Their debut recording was  
titled  A Tribute to Jean Goldkette and His Orchestra, and was released in July of 2003 on 
the ―Back In Time‖ record label. Their second recording was released in July of 2005, and 
was titled Half A World Away. Their third recording was released in July of 2008, and was 
titled In My Merry Oldsmobile. The first two albums are out-of-print, but the third album is 
still available for purchase.  

The group has a repertoire that can range from the 1910s – 1940s, along with music  
recorded by Frank Sinatra and a variety of female vocalists. The music of Josh Duffee and 
His Orchestra has been heard around the world, but they still remain a staple in the Quad 
City area performing jazz music from the 1920s – 1940s.  
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Pastorale Level 
($100+) 
David Ales 
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Contributors to the Symphony 
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Concert FAQ’s: 
 

I don’t know anything about classical music. What will I get out of a concert? 

 

The Muscatine Symphony’s audience includes many seasoned concertgoers who know  
music and first-time listeners.  Regardless of which group the are in, they come to  
experience, enjoy a live performance, and to be entertained by a symphony orchestra right 
here in Muscatine.  Going to a concert can also be a social occasion, a chance to enjoy an 
activity with friends and family.  Whatever your reason for attending a concert, the thing to 
remember is that no special knowledge is necessary. The Muscatine Symphony is  
accessible, convenient, open, and user-friendly. Whether you are invited or come on your 
own, just sit back, relax, and let yourself go where the music takes you. 

Can I bring my children to a concert? 

 

The Muscatine Symphony welcomes children, particularly since introducing them to  
classical music at an early age often helps them develop a deeper appreciation of music. 
The MSO has enjoyed continued growth in attendance by families and children of all ages.  
Concerts can be a great experience for those who are studying an instrument or voice.  
Tickets to Muscatine Symphony Orchestra concerts are always FREE to those eighteen and 
younger!  We only ask that families with very young children sit near an exit to help  
facilitate a quick and quiet exit should the need become necessary. 

When should I applaud? 

 

Audiences applaud for two reasons: to welcome the musicians on stage and to express  
appreciation for their performance.  In the minutes before the concert begins, the members 
of the orchestra drift onstage, take their seats, and tune their instruments.  When the lights 
dim, the concertmaster, who is the principal first violinist, enters the stage. The audience 
welcomes her with applause and then listens as she gives direction for the ensemble to 
begin their tuning process.  Then the conductor appears, usually accompanied by any  
soloists who may be performing. There is more applause. One of the debates amongst  
symphony organizations, instrumentalists, conductors and audience members is when to 
applaud.  Maestro Dollinger believes that almost any time can be appropriate.  If the  
performance of the music emotionally moves you to applaud spontaneously, then he  
requests that you not hold back this impulse.  Music is about emotions and experiences – 
for him, gone are the rigid regulations of holding yourself back in fear of being ridiculed.   





Alto Sax: 
Lynne Hart 
Stella Hart 

Matt Sivertsen 

Jennifer Krogmeier 
Peter Hart 

 

Trombone: 
Rich Medd 

Todd Slothower 
Chuck Comella 

 

Piano: 
Corey Kendrick 

 

Double Bass: 
Blake Shaw 

 

Drum Set: 
Josh Duffee 

 

Violins: 
Heather Turner, Concertmaster 
Howe Foundation Sponsored Chair 
Patrick Burr 
Graciella Burroughs 

Andrew Calhoun 

Richard & Mary Alice Sessler Sponsored Chair Ann Dachow 

Rachel Leigh 

Kayla Priest 
Hana Velde 

Rebekah Weber 
 

Viola: 
Peter Calhoun, Principal 
Cheryll & George Ryder Sponsored Chair  
Dominique Archambeau 

Jennifer Hexom 

 

Cello: 
Gail Pusateri, Principal 
Loryann Eis Sponsored Chair 
Rhea Allen 

Lindsay Clove 

Tracey Kramer 
David Spaulding 

Scott Sund 

 

Double Bass: 
Lee Starovich 

Jim & Janet Sichterman Sponsored Chair 
Brian Daw 

 

 







Board of Directors 

Officers 

Carmen Bugay………………………………………………..……....President 

Morse Burington.........….……..……………………...…...…….Vice President 

TBD*..………….….………...……………………...…….………….Secretary 

Mike Wilson……….………………………………...……………….Treasurer 

Richard Sessler…………………………………..….Finance Committee Chair 
 

Directors 

Carolyn Airola, Past President  Larry Hetzler 
Dr. Anna Prier     Dennis Tripp     

Warren Dickinson    Cheryll Ryder     

Gail Pusateri, Orchestra Representative 

Brian Dollinger, ex-officio, Music Director & Conductor 
Julie Plummer, ex-officio, Librarian 

Kathleen Schippers, ex-officio, Personnel Manager 

 

Advisors 

Jamie Bosten     Jan Collinson     

Denise Kemper    Kristine Conlon    

Shelley Lawson    Deborah Penner    

Dave Pusateri     Wes Walker     

Tom Ward 

* To Be Determined—to volunteer your skills, please see an orchestra representative 







The Symphony Guild is made up of people who want to give their time and energy to 
assist the orchestra in various ways such as helping at concerts and receptions, working in 
public relations,  planning exciting and entertaining fund-raising events.  You are invited to 
join the MSO’s Symphony Guild by calling 563.288.6195 ext. 1608 or visiting 
www.muscatinesymphony.org. 

 

Members of the Guild 

 

  Jamie Bosten   Michael Carter 

  Lori Carroll    Helen Colony   

  Jan Collinson   Peg Daly    

  Shirley Dillon   Diana Gradert   

  Terri Hanson    Alice Huss    

  Jan Henderson   Denise Kemper   

  Dee Koch    Margie Kundel   

  Anne Olson    Dave Pusateri   

  Barb Walker    Wes Walker 














