~ President’s Notes ~
On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Muscatine Symphony
Orchestra Association (MSOA), I welcome you to our 2020-2021
season.
After months of planning, watching, and listening to local, state, and federal officials, the
Symphony has worked with its Music Director & Conductor, Brian Dollinger, to find ways
to bring new performances to life within our current constraints of the world-wide pandemic
of COVID-19.
To that end, we welcome you to our second concert in the virtual world. Again, utilizing
technology the best ways we can, we are hopeful that we can reach as much of our regional
community as possible with new performances. Taking advantage of our YouTube and
Facebook pages, our website, and our own, local MPW Public Access channel, we believe
that this is a great possibility. We are ever encouraged by the number of ―views‖ the first
concert has had in just one months time.
Our maestro has chosen selections from well-known composers that I’m sure everyone will
recognize many parts of this performance. With the use of technology, we are also hoping
to have many repeat ―audience‖ member viewings. We invite you to share links to this
performance with all of your family and friends, no matter where they live.
Around the world, performing arts organizations have been dealt excruciating blows by this
pandemic. The MSO has not been spared by similar effects. Our musicians have lost jobs,
and we, as an organization, have lost revenue due to numerous cancelled events. I
encourage you to take a moment before, during or after this performance to reach out and
help your local Symphony.
Thank you for being here with us tonight, where ever you are, and be safe and well.

Carmen Bugay
President, Board of Directors
―Music is the shorthand of emotion.‖ - Leo Tolstoy

From the Maestro…
Happy New Year and welcome to 2021!
I’m sure we all have had a very forgetful 2020, but I’m here to welcome you to a new
year full of opportunity, joy, engagement, and MUSIC!
With a very supportive Board of Directors, and financial support from throughout the
community, we have been able to continue to bring new symphonic performances to the
greater-Muscatine area throughout this pandemic. This is something of which to be truly
proud.
One of our long-time concert sponsors, the Kent Corporation Community Foundation,
has really stepped up this year and we are ever grateful for our continued relationship
with such a supportive organization.
Tonight’s performance has been a lot of fun putting together for you. With our existing
restrictions of number and type of instruments we can have together, I had to get the creative juices flowing and create some arrangements of some of the most beloved music
from film and stage.
With the talents of our guest artist, Carolyn Jean Brady, and musicians from the Symphony, we hope that you will enjoy listening and experiencing this collection of music as
much as we did creating it for you.
Happy Valentines Day!

Brian Dollinger

Music Director & Conductor
MasterWorks III Concert
February 13, 2021

A Broadway Valentine
The Music of MGM………………………………………………………………..arr. Gilpin
That’s Entertainment - San Francisco - The Trolley Song
Good Morning - Somewhere Over the Rainbow - Singing in the Rain
―Think of Me‖ from Phantom of the Opera…………………………………...arr. Dollinger
―Moon River‖ from Breakfast at Tiffany’s………………………………………...arr. Moss
―Summertime‖ from Porgy and Bess………………………………………….arr. Dollinger
―On My Own‖ & ―I Dreamed A Dream‖ from Les Miserables….…..arr. Lowden/Dollinger
Broadway Tonight!..................................................................................................arr. Chase
Everything’s Coming Up Roses - Soon It’s Gonna Rain - My Favorite Things
Try To Remember - People
―The Impossible Dream‖ from Man of La Mancha………………..……………..arr. Lopez

Brian Dollinger

Music Director & Conductor

_________________________________
This season marks the seventeenth concert season for Maestro Dollinger as the Music Director
and Conductor of the Muscatine Symphony Orchestra. In 2016, Maestro Dollinger was
appointed the new Artistic Director and Conductor for the Hawaii-based Kamuela
Philharmonic Orchestra. His charisma, energy, technical clarity, and deep musical passion
continues to inspire musicians and audiences alike across the
country. He is also celebrating his fourtheenth season with
the Clinton Symphony Orchestra as their Music Director and
Conductor.
Whether on the concert stage performing masterworks or pops or
in the orchestra pit conducting opera and ballet, his personable
approach combined with his clear conducting technique have
come together to create a fun, inviting, energetic, and enriching
atmosphere at each rehearsal and performance. He has conducted
a variety of orchestras including the Georgia Symphony
Orchestra, Quad Cities Symphony Orchestra, Northwest Indiana
Symphony Orchestra, Marion Philharmonic Orchestra, Idaho Falls
Symphony Orchestra, and Muncie Symphony Orchestra.
“ There are many find conductors in this country who really know what they’re doing and
those who work extremely well with artists and audiences. There are only a few who excel at
not only both of those skills but who also get their orchestras to play to their best
abilities... Brian Dollinger hits the trifecta and his ebullient personality and warmth on
stage are simply bonuses that come with the package."
Steve March-Tormé, guest artist and entertainer

During the summer of 2014, Mr. Dollinger made his debut as conductor for the summer opera
program of the Genesius Guild. He conducted numerous successful performances of the
operetta Die Fledermaus by Johann Strauss. Mr. Dollinger conducted the 2015 summer
performances of Puccini’s Gianni Schicci at Lincoln Park in Rock Island with great success
and subsequently returned to conduct productions of Copland's The Tenderland and a trio of
operatic gems: The Telephone, Old Maid and the Thief, and A Hand of Bridge.

Maestro Dollinger has also conducted performances of numerous other staged productions
including The Music Man, Showboat, My Fair Lady, Dido and Aeneas, and a world premier
work orchestrated by award-winning composer, Robert Sadin, Muscatine! The Musical.
Mr. Dollinger has a passion for teaching, conducting, and mentoring young musicians. This has
led to a number of conducting positions with educational institutions and organizations. These
include Bradley University, Central Illinois Youth Symphony, Illinois Wesleyan Civic
Orchestra, Ball State University Symphony Orchestra, and the East Central Indiana Youth
Symphony Orchestra.
A member of the National Association for Music Education, Maestro Dollinger is a frequent
conductor and clinician for various youth string festivals, competitions and workshops. After a
highly successful engagement at the 2018 Illinois Music Educators (ILMEA) District 4
Festival, he has been asked back to return as the guest conductor for this very same festival to
be held on the campus of Western Illinois University in November of 2019. He will also be
conducting the ILMEA District 3 Festival two weeks later. In March of 2019, he was the
featured wind ensemble conductor at the NUIC Music Conference
Festival. During the '16-17 season, Maestro Dollinger
was the guest conductor at the Iowa Junior Honors Festival
held in Ames, Iowa. He has been invited on numerous
occasions to conduct at Illinois Music Educators Association events, including all-day festivals rehearsing, teaching,
mentoring and performing with some of the state’s best high
school symphonic musicians. He was conductor of the 2014
Metro Orchestra Festival inCedar Rapids and was a guest
clinician at the Jefferson Orchestra Invitational in 2016,
which was also held in Cedar Rapids. Mr. Dollinger has
by Steve Roby
been a recurrent guest conductor with the Northwest Indiana Youth
Symphony Orchestra. A sought after clinician and adjudicator, Maestro Dollinger welcomes
each and every opportunity to work with young musicians.
"Maestro Dollinger reminded me of the days when Yoel Levi
conducted the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra, for, Dollinger needed no
score in front of him as he took to the podium. Every note and bit of instructional
coding reposed in his head.... He’s a very impressive conductor who interacts very well with
an audience."
Robert Heller, Atlanta Arts Scene
For more information about our Maestro: www.briandollinger.com
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A Broadway Valentine
Carolyn Jean Brady, guest artist
Ms Brady maintains a private voice studio in
Chicago and serves as a Voice teacher in the Theatre
Conservatory in the Chicago College of Performing Arts
at Roosevelt University in Chicago.
She has music directed for professional theatre;
Jeff-Nominated Bullets Over Broadway, The Wedding
Singer, the Jeff-Nominated The Who’s Tommy (named
one of the Best of Chicago Theatre 2009 in the Chicago Sun Times’ Hedy Weiss Theatre
Critic column) & Meet Me in St. Louis at Circle Theatre, most recently Little Shop of
Horrors and Nunsense at Curtain Call Theatre. She has also director productions at
Moraine Valley College and Triton College, children’s theatre for Circle Theatre Emerging
Young Artists Program, St. Francis High School and St. Ignatius College Prep. One of her
most recent educational theatre experiences was as Vocal Director for the Illinois High
School Theatre Festival All-State Cast of AIDA at her alma mater Illinois State University.
After training for her Bachelor of Music in Vocal Performance with a Minor in Theatre at
Illinois State University and a Master of Music in Vocal Performance at Roosevelt
University, Ms Brady has performed in the opera, musical theatre, and concert genres.
Credits include: Grant Park Symphony Chorus, the soprano soloist in Mendelssohn's Elijah,
the Brahms Liebeslieder, Giovanna in Rigoletto and La Maetressa in Suor Angelica ,
Penelope Pennywise in Urinetown, Ella in Mack & Mabel, Miss Scatcherd/ Lady Ingraham
in Jane Eyre, Miss Segstrom in A Little Night Music, Micaeala & Mercedes in Carmen,
Beggar Woman in Sweeney Todd, and First Lady in The Magic Flute. While studying in the
Opera Apprentice Program at Brevard Music Center in North Carolina, she coordinated a
recital, and ―An Afternoon of Opera‖ for patrons of the festival. She has presented
numerous cabaret and recitals throughout the Midwest and was honored to be invited to sing
for then Lt. Governor Quinn of Illinois for his inauguration. Perhaps her most cherished
accomplishment to date is simply being mom to Jack, her 4th grade son and 6th grade
daughter, Cameron
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* To Be Determined—to volunteer your skills, please see an orchestra representative

Concert FAQ’s:
I don’t know anything about classical music. What will I get out of a concert?
The Muscatine Symphony’s audience includes many seasoned concertgoers who know
music and first-time listeners. Regardless of which group the are in, they come to
experience, enjoy a live performance, and to be entertained by a symphony orchestra right
here in Muscatine. Going to a concert can also be a social occasion, a chance to enjoy an
activity with friends and family. Whatever your reason for attending a concert, the thing to
remember is that no special knowledge is necessary. The Muscatine Symphony is
accessible, convenient, open, and user-friendly. Whether you are invited or come on your
own, just sit back, relax, and let yourself go where the music takes you.
Can I bring my children to a concert?
The Muscatine Symphony welcomes children, particularly since introducing them to
classical music at an early age often helps them develop a deeper appreciation of music.
The MSO has enjoyed continued growth in attendance by families and children of all ages.
Concerts can be a great experience for those who are studying an instrument or voice.
Tickets to Muscatine Symphony Orchestra concerts are always FREE to those eighteen and
younger! We only ask that families with very young children sit near an exit to help
facilitate a quick and quiet exit should the need become necessary.
When should I applaud?
Audiences applaud for two reasons: to welcome the musicians on stage and to express
appreciation for their performance. In the minutes before the concert begins, the members
of the orchestra drift onstage, take their seats, and tune their instruments. When the lights
dim, the concertmaster, who is the principal first violinist, enters the stage. The audience
welcomes her with applause and then listens as she gives direction for the ensemble to
begin their tuning process. Then the conductor appears, usually accompanied by any
soloists who may be performing. There is more applause. One of the debates amongst
symphony organizations, instrumentalists, conductors and audience members is when to
applaud. Maestro Dollinger believes that almost any time can be appropriate. If the
performance of the music emotionally moves you to applaud spontaneously, then he
requests that you not hold back this impulse. Music is about emotions and experiences –
for him, gone are the rigid regulations of holding yourself back in fear of being ridiculed.

The Symphony

Guild is made up of people who want to give their time and energy to

assist the orchestra in various ways such as helping at concerts and receptions, working in
public relations, planning exciting and entertaining fund-raising events. You are invited to
join the MSO’s Symphony Guild by calling 563.288.6195 ext. 1608 or visiting
www.muscatinesymphony.org.

Members of the Guild

Molly Boyer

Leta Churchill

Keren Diercks

Shirley Dillon

Dave Hanson

Terri Hanson

Wendi Ingram

Dee Koch

Cynthia Maeglin

Deborah Penner

Dave Pusateri

Carol Reed

Paul Reed

Ingrid Rowe

Mary Alice Sessler

Maggie Tiecke

Micki Tripp

Barb Walker

Wes Walker
Dennis Tripp, Chair

